Enchantment Theatre Company

About the Artistic Directors
Jennifer Blatchley Smith (Executive Director, Co-Artistic Director, Playwright and Dramaturge) studied writing and theater at Bennington College. For the last twenty-five years, Jennifer has co-created and performed in eighteen original productions that have been presented around the United States and abroad. As a founding member of Enchantment Theatre Company, Jennifer has created roles as diverse as the Broom in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice to Beauty in Beauty and the Beast. She has performed in Enchantment productions at Lincoln Center and the Brooklyn Academy of Music in New York and at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., as well as at the Annenberg Center, the Kimmel Center, and the Academy of Music in Philadelphia. She has traveled to Asia six times with Enchantment productions. Her most recent roles have been as an ensemble player in Enchantment’s The Firebird, performed with The Cleveland Orchestra, and as life-size puppet Ugly Sister in Cinderella, performed with The Seattle Symphony.

Landis Smith (Producing Director, Co-Artistic Director and Playwright) studied theater with Jewel Walker at Carnegie-Mellon University and with Jacobina Caro at Webster University Conservatory in St. Louis.  He began performing magic at the age of six and studied violin and voice beginning at the age of nine. His love of theater, music and the art of illusion led to the founding of Enchantment Theatre Company in 1979. As a founder and performer with Enchantment, Landis has created, produced and performed in productions in America and in the Far East.  In 1985, Landis and Enchantment collaborated with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra to premiere The Symphony and the Sorcerer, the first of a whole series of programs introducing young people to the magic of symphonic music. Since then, Landis has appeared with major orchestras nationwide, including the recent premiere of Enchantment’s theatrical adaptation of Stravinsky’s The Firebird with The Philadelphia Orchestra. Landis has appeared with the Boston Pops on their annual holiday PBS television special, which aired for five years nationally. He has toured in the Far East six times with Enchantment, performing in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore.

Leslie Reidel (Resident Director, Co-Artistic Director and Playwright) has dedicated the last 25 years of his professional life to both the preservation of classical theatre and the development of young audiences.  He holds a bachelor’s degree from Muhlenberg College and a Masters of Fine Arts from Temple University.  He served as a member of the MFA faculty at Temple University and was a founding member of the Professional Theatre Training Program at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of Delaware.  His directorial credits include The Walnut Street Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, the Madison Civic Rep, the Utah, Colorado and Fort Worth Shakespeare Festivals and 12 years as the resident director of the Great American Children's Theatre. His most recent creations with Enchantment Theatre Company are The Firebird, which premiered with The Philadelphia Orchestra in November 2003, and Pinocchio, which premiered in Philadelphia December 2004. He is currently Professor of Theatre at the University of Delaware where his recent projects have included Molnar’s The Play’s the Thing and Sheridan’s The Rivals. In 2003, Leslie also directed The Importance of Being Earnest for the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, and staged a New York workshop of The Magician, a new play with music.  Last year, he received his second grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to take a group of teachers from all over America to Stratford, England to study Shakespeare in performance during the summer of 2005.

Enchantment Theatre Company’s Artistic Collaborators
Along with Enchantment Theatre Company’s artistic team – Jennifer and Landis Smith and Leslie Reidel, are several talented professionals who collaborate on innovative family theater works.  These individuals are:

Susan Sweeney (Narrator) performed the narrations for Enchantment Theatre Company’s productions of Beauty and the Beast and Cinderella. She has been a professional voice/speech/text/dialects coach for 25 years, working for such theater companies as Baltimore Center Stage, Virginia Stage Company, Jujamcyn Theatres/ Dodger Productions, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Skylight Opera, Walnut Street Theatre, Delaware Theatre Company, Guthrie Theater, and the Illinois, Colorado, Utah and Oregon Shakespeare festivals. She teaches voice and speech for the Professional Theatre Training Program at the University of Delaware and is the resident Voice and Text Coach for American Players Theatre in Spring Green, WI.

Andy Teirstein (Composer) studied music composition with Leonard Bernstein, Henry Brant, and Stephen Sondheim. This is his third collaboration with Enchantment Theatre Company, following Beauty and the Beast and Cinderella.  He has received awards from the NEA, Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, Meet the Composer, the New York Foundation for the Arts, and ASCAP.  Teirstein has written scores for several PBS and BBC films.  He was an original cast member of the Broadway musical hit, Barnum. Recent commissions include the New Jersey Shakespeare Festival and the Liz Lerman Dance Exchange.  He is currently on the faculty of New York University's Tisch School of the Arts.

Thomas C. Hase, (Lighting Designer) is a Philadelphia based designer whose recent work includes designs featured at: The Finnish National Opera; The Seattle Opera, The Skylight Opera Theater, The Florentine Opera, New Orleans Opera, The Goodspeed Opera House, Lyric Opera of Kansas City, Center Stage Baltimore, Alliance Theatre Atlanta, The Dallas Theater Center, The Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, The Cincinnati Ballet, Studio Arena Theatre Buffalo as well as various state and national theaters of France, Germany, Finland, Columbia, Japan, and Singapore. Internationally he has created more than one hundred designs for theater, opera and ballet at Germany's Stadttheater Giessen with his work being featured at theater & opera festivals world wide including New York's The Next Wave Festival. As Ping Chong's lighting designer his design for Deshima earned a American Theater Wing Design Award Nomination and his recent design for Meredith Monk's Science fiction chamber opera Magic Frequencies just finished touring internationally. Concurrent with his many freelance projects, Mr. Hase is the resident lighting designer for the Cincinnati Opera and a principle designer for The People's Light and Theatre Company, Cincinnati Ballet and Stadttheater Giessen.

Jessie Walker (Scenic Designer) is in a career she is amazed to find spanning 32 years.  She has participated in the creation of sets and designs for film, opera, television and theatre.  Her work as a Scenic Artist was seen most recently on HBO’s The Sopranos and can be seen in the upcoming film The Namesake and NBC’s The Book of Daniel.  She lives with her husband, David and son, Justin in New York City.

Jonathan K. Becker (Mask and Puppet Designer) began sculpting masks twelve years ago while living and studying in Paris. His masks have been seen in productions throughout the United States. As a performer, Jonathan has toured Europe, Asia and the U.S. He toured with Enchantment from 1996-1999.

David Hearn (Special Effects Design and Construction) has always enjoyed making gadgets, and building beautiful objects.  He has worked as a teacher of technical theater, and in professional theater as a mechanic, builder, craftsman and problem solver.  As an expert in the Peter Foy organization, he has made Peter Pan, angels and various other creatures take flight in theaters all over the globe.  Dave has worked miracles for Enchantment Theatre Company.  He has collaborated with the company for more than 20 years to create and build many original illusions and theatrical effects.  Without him, none of the magic would be possible. 

