Enchantment Theatre Company

About the Artistic Directors

Leslie Reidel (Resident Director, Co-Artistic Director and Playwright) has dedicated the last 25 years of his professional life to both the preservation of classical theatre and the development of young audiences.  He holds a bachelor’s degree from Muhlenberg College and a Masters of Fine Arts from Temple University.  He served as a member of the MFA faculty at Temple University and was a founding member of the Professional Theatre Training Program at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of Delaware.  His directorial credits include The Walnut Street Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theatre, the Madison Civic Rep, the Utah, Colorado and Fort Worth Shakespeare Festivals and 12 years as the resident director of the Great American Children's Theatre. His most recent creations with Enchantment Theatre Company are The Firebird, which premiered with The Philadelphia Orchestra in November 2003, and Pinocchio, which premiered in Philadelphia December 2004. He is currently Professor of Theatre at the University of Delaware where his recent projects have included Molnar’s The Play’s the Thing and Sheridan’s The Rivals. In 2003, Leslie also directed The Importance of Being Earnest for the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, and staged a New York workshop of The Magician, a new play with music.  Last year, he received his second grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to take a group of teachers from all over America to Stratford, England to study Shakespeare in performance during the summer of 2005.

Jennifer Blatchley Smith (Executive Director, Co-Artistic Director, Playwright and Dramaturge) studied writing and theater at Bennington College. For the last twenty-five years, Jennifer has co-created and performed in eighteen original productions that have been presented around the United States and abroad. As a founding member of Enchantment Theatre Company, Jennifer has created roles as diverse as the Broom in The Sorcerer’s Apprentice to Beauty in Beauty and the Beast. She has performed in Enchantment productions at Lincoln Center and the Brooklyn Academy of Music in New York and at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., as well as at the Annenberg Center, the Kimmel Center, and the Academy of Music in Philadelphia. She has traveled to Asia six times with Enchantment productions. Her most recent roles have been as an ensemble player in Enchantment’s The Firebird, performed with The Cleveland Orchestra, and as life-size puppet Ugly Sister in Cinderella, performed with The Seattle Symphony.

Landis Smith (Producing Director, Co-Artistic Director and Playwright) studied theater with Jewel Walker at Carnegie-Mellon University and with Jacobina Caro at Webster University Conservatory in St. Louis.  He began performing magic at the age of six and studied violin and voice beginning at the age of nine. His love of theater, music and the art of illusion led to the founding of Enchantment Theatre Company in 1979. As a founder and performer with Enchantment, Landis has created, produced and performed in productions in America and in the Far East.  In 1985, Landis and Enchantment collaborated with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra to premiere The Symphony and the Sorcerer, the first of a whole series of programs introducing young people to the magic of symphonic music. Since then, Landis has appeared with major orchestras nationwide, including the recent premiere of Enchantment’s theatrical adaptation of Stravinsky’s The Firebird with The Philadelphia Orchestra. Landis has appeared with the Boston Pops on their annual holiday PBS television special, which aired for five years nationally. He has toured in the Far East six times with Enchantment, performing in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore.
Enchantment Theatre Company’s Artistic Collaborators
Don Sebesky (Composer and Arranger) is one of the most talented and respected composer-arrangers in music today.  His sensitivity and versatility have enabled him to produce an enormous body of work.  As a recording artist, and through his collaborations with other artists, Mr. Sebesky has received 25 Grammy nominations (3 time winner), 3 Tony nominations (2000 winner); he has won 2 Drama Desk Awards, been nominated for 3 Emmy Awards, and has won 4 Clio Awards.

Wide in scope, Mr. Sebesky’s work has included composing, arranging and producing for such well known popular artists as Barbra Streisand, Tony Bennett, Vanessa Williams, Britney Spears, Rod Stewart, Chet Baker, Cyndi Lauper, Barry Manilow, Christina Aguilera and George Benson, among many others.  As a composer, arranger and conductor, he has worked with such orchestras as the London Symphony, the Chicago Symphony, the Boston Pops, The New York Philharmonic, the Royal Philharmonic of London, and the Toronto Symphony.  His Broadway theater credits include the 2007 production of Dr. Zhivago, Sweet Charity, Kiss Me Kate (2000 Tony Award), Bells Are Ringing, Parade, The Life, Cyrano, The Goodbye Girl, Will Rogers Follies, Flower Drum Song and Sinatra At Radio City.  Among his film credits are The Rosary Murders (starring Donald Sutherland), Hollow Image (starring Morgan Freeman), The Last of the Belles (starring Susan Sarandon), Let’s Get Lost (starring Chet Baker – Best Documentary at the Cannes Film Festival), The People Next Door (starring Eli Wallach and Julie Harris), Time Piece (Jim Henson Productions – Academy Award nomination for Best Short Subject), and How To Pick Up Girls (starring Desi Arnaz, Jr.).  For television, Mr. Sebesky’s work has included Allegra’s Window on Nickelodeon (Emmy Award), The Edge of Night on ABC (Emmy Award), and Guiding Light on CBS (Emmy Award).  As a recording artist, Mr. Sebesky’s work includes five recordings under his own name, all of which were Grammy nominated.  Included are Giant Box, Rape of El Morro, Symphonic Sondheim, I Remember Bill (1999 Grammy Award), and Joyful Noise (winner of two Grammy Awards in 2000).  Mr. Sebesky has also created the music for many well known commercials.  Among the companies he has represented are:  Corning (Clio Award), Hanes, Hallmark, Dodge Trucks, General Electric (Clio Award), Hershey’s, Cheerios, Calvin Klein (Clio Award), Nike, Oil of Olay, Pepsi and Kodak.  

Mr. Sebesky is the author of the best selling orchestration text book, The Contemporary Arranger.
Gloria Nissenson (Author and Lyricist) is a multi award winner whose credits include recordings, theater, television and film.  She has had her songs recorded by many major artists in the pop, R&B & country fields, including a top 10 Country hit, “Heavenly Bodies,” recorded by Earl Thomas Conley.  Among the other artists who have recorded her songs are Vanessa Williams, Gloria Gaynor, Patti Austin, George Benson, Dave Matthews, Engelbert Humperdink, George Jones, Lesley Gore, Steve Lawrence and many more.  Gloria’s theater credits include Broadway’s Prince of Central Park, George Abbott’s last original work entitled Frankie (York Theater), One of Our Millionaires is Missing, and God Will Bless the Cheerful Giver.   Her original piece “When Tony Played the Sax,” was premiered by the Little Orchestra Society at Lincoln Center.  Among Gloria’s many television and film credits, her work includes Allegra’s Window (Nickelodeon); the title song for Brothers (Paramount/Showtime); Give A Little Bit of Your Love (CBS TV – Christmas Song); songs performed by various artists on The Nashville Network; Guiding Light; The Tonight Show; Star Search; Merv Griffin, and the song “Family Tree” (from the movie It’s Your Thing).  Gloria co-wrote the official anthem for the national environmental organization, “Keep America Beautiful”, and has worked with the NFPA (National Fire Protection Assoc.) on a CD of fire safety songs for kids entitled The Firehouse Five.  These songs won the Parents Choice Award and are used by Fire Depts. and schools throughout the US and Canada for fire safety education.  Her song “Hey Soldier” has been streamed to the troops in Iraq, and has been introduced at a Salute to America evening.  The song is performed at many USO functions throughout the US.  Among her numerous other recordings, special awards and programs are:  the children’s albums – Colors, Fables, Kiddancercize!, Purr, Calendar Kids, and Lullaby; the song We Just Can’t Walk Through Life performed by Lesley Gore for President Clinton; a Grammy nomination for the recording Little Sleepy Eyes; Song of Earth (Winner, Peace Music Initiative, World Peace Prayer Society); And A Little Child Will Lead Us (First Prize Winner in American Song Festival).

