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The Ensemble

Johanna Dunphy—Scheherazade, Sea Monster, Bird Lady, Aladdin’s Princess, Sultan’s First Love, Far-away Princess
Jamie McKittrick—Sultan’s Guard, Sea Monster, Siren, Customer, Woman from the Lamp, Soldier, Horse, Kalandar Guard, Dragon
Ahren Potratz—The Sultan, Sinbad, Aladdin, Kalandar Prince

Jennifer Blatchley Smith—Queen’s Lover, Sea Monster, Aladdin’s Mother, Soldier, Robber, Dragon

Landis Smith—Grand Vizier, Cyclops, Sorcerer, Sultan’s Friend, Soldier, Robber, Guard
Stacey Cristaldi—Queen, Siren, Merchant, Wood Nymph, Genie, Soldier, Dragon Lady
Matthew Hrinko—Technical Director

Enchantment Theatre Company

For nearly 30 years, Enchantment Theatre Company has been thrilling audiences with its innovative and visually dramatic family theater productions.  The company was founded in 1979 by Jennifer Blatchley Smith and Landis Smith, both actors and playwrights, and expanded to an artistic partnership with Resident Director Leslie Reidel in 1995.   Enchantment Theatre Company’s distinctive artistry combines masked actors, magic, music and more.  Their original and inspiring productions have served more than a million children and their families across America and around the world.  Enchantment Theatre Company has performed with The Cleveland Orchestra twice before: in November 2005 performances of The Firebird by Igor Stravinsky for Education and Family Concerts, and for Education and Family Concert performances of The Sorcerer’s Apprentice by Paul Dukas in May 2007.

At the heart of the company’s productions is the imaginative telling of fables.   The creative process begins with the selection of a classic fable, one that can inspire, challenge and enrich its audience.  Next, the story is adapted for the stage, which begins with Jennifer, Landis and Leslie writing a scenario of the story while Production Designer, C. David Russell sketches masks, puppets, costumes, and props. The artistic team choreographs the piece in collaboration with performers using mockup masks, costumes props and scenic elements. Then the designs are turned over to professional mask makers, puppet and prop makers and costumers who build the final production elements.  The shows create enchanting worlds by skillfully blending masked actors with puppets, illusions, pantomime and music.

Since its inception in 1979, the Philadelphia-based Enchantment Theatre Company has toured all over the world, including performances at the Brooklyn Academy of Music and Lincoln Center in New York City; the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C.; Philadelphia’s Academy of Music and the Kimmel Center with the Philadelphia Orchestra; and in the Far East, performing in Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore.  The company has appeared with major orchestras nationwide, including those of Atlanta, Baltimore, Cleveland, Houston, Minnesota, Philadelphia and Seattle, and with the Boston Pops on the PBS “Christmas at the Pops” television special.

Other Enchantment Theatre Company productions include Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, Pinocchio. The Velveteen Rabbit, The Snow Queen and The Adventures Of Harold and the Purple Crayon. This production of Scheherazade was created as a co-commission with The Cleveland Orchestra supported by the National Endowment for the Arts.

About this performance of Scheherazade
Scheherazade's one-thousand-and-one tales are told to heal her Sultan and to save his kingdom. Through these fantastic stories, the Sultan experiences adventures both great and small and discovers his true capacity to love. Music, like theater, has the power to illuminate and transform. As a theater company whose work is primarily movement-based, music supports and enriches our storytelling and becomes another voice woven into the narrative. Our collaborations with symphony orchestras are inspired by a shared vision that by bringing together the magic of music and theater, greater possibilities are born. The orchestra will evoke Scheherazade musically as we evoke it dramatically, using masks, puppets, magic and movement. It is our intention that our combined efforts will move the audience to discover this marvelous tale in a new and meaningful way.
